I am aware that many differ widely from some of the opinions contained in this short paper.
All will, however, agree at the outset that, everything else being equal, the man of highest culture is the best man. It matters not whether he has acquired it at the university halls, or by economy of his spare moments, the scale turns for the man of actual culture.
Before the days of dental boards and dental laws every man was a law to himself. The standard of preparation for his life-work was left to convenience, taste, or, perchance, force of circumstances.
We are building to-day on the foundations laid by our fathers in the profession, and we may fittingly make obeisance to them for the magnificent things they accom- You may say that dentistry is recognized as a specialty in medicine. It is so declared by every code of dental ethics.
We recognize it all right, but you will agree with me that it receives scant acknowledgment from the medical profession.
The ophthalmologist, aurist, and many other At the last meeting of the National Board of Dental Faculties, a resolution was offered and tabled for discussion next year, which proposes to add another year to the Dental College coarse. This is adding at the wrong place.
As far as I have been able to gather, and I have taken some trouble to be informed, the idea of a longer course is not so much to add to the lectures on special dental subjects as to give opportunity for those studies that are included in general medicine and surgery. Why then, if this be so, and the time is to be spent pursuing these subjects, should not the dental student of the future have the the recognition that comes from a medical degree ? A resolution looking toward a medical degree as preliminary and necessary for the student of dentistry would be more to the point, and much nearer the ideal.
The public are demanding more and more from the
